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instituted a provision in 1333 that " if any brother or sister
fall into poverty by God's hand or in sickness ... so that
he may not keep himself, then shall he have of the brother-
hood each week fourteenpence during this poverty, after
he hath lain sick a fortnight ". They added : " and that
he shall be so timely visited and holpen that he shall not for
default of help be brought to nought, nor be undone of his
estate ere he be holpen ". During his poverty the un-
fortunate brother was also to receive the livery clothing at
the common cost, in order that he might not be put to shame
in the presence of the gild assembly *. The Merchant Taylors
of Bristol allowed twelvepence every week from their
' common goods ' 2; while the London Grocers furnished
assistance to any member who became bankrupt 3. The
White Tawyers of London not only gave sevenpence a week
to a poverty-stricken member in old age or sickness, but
also enacted that " after his decease, if he have a wife, a
woman of good repute, she shall have weekly for her support
sevenpence ... so long as she shall behave herself well and
keep single " 4. The Drapers and Barber Surgeons of London
appear to have restricted their charity to older members :
" If any brother of this fraternity, who has been of this frater-
nity for seven years, by chance fall into trouble or into poverty,
and if he have nothing of his own by which he may be able
to live, and if it be not through his own folly, that then he
shall have each week from their common box tenpence-
halfpenny for his sustenance " 5. The Tanners of Gloucester
apportioned their relief according to the status of the
' decayed or poverty-stricken ' member. A past master
1  The ' Boke ' of the Ordinances of the Brotherhood of Carpenters of London
(ed. C. Welch, 1912), 13.    But in 1487 poor members were to have weekly
" a reward of the common box of the craft after the discretion of the
master and wardens " :  Marsh, Records of the Carpenters'  Company,  ii.
249.
2  Fox, Merchant Taylors of Bristol, 27.
3  Kingdon, The Grocers' Company, i. 12, 42.    The members had also to
help in redressing the wrongs suffered by any of their fraternity :  ibid. 10.
* Riley, Memorials of London, 232 (i346)-
5 Johnson, The Drapers' Company, i. 199, 268 ; Young, The Barber
Surgeons, 33 (1388). Among the London Drapers relief was fixed in 1371
at i6Jd. per week; in 1418 it was one mark (135. 4d.) a quarter, while a
past warden who fell into poverty received i4d. a week: Johnson, /.c.